Beverley Minster and THE ten.

I have long been fascinated by the flurry of activity on the bell front at Beverley from 1895 to 1901 when first the Minster bells were restored, then the new 10 were provided at St Mary’s and finally the glorious ten were erected at the Minster, not to mention the story of the 35cwt bourdon, the 5 ton 1900 bourdon and finally the 1901 7 ton Bourdon.

At a later date I will look at the St Marys ring, but for this article we will look at the Minsters magnificent ten.

The story starts with the formation of the new Minster Society of Ringers in June 1867. The ringers quickly progressed  and rang a 720 of Plain Bob Minor on the back six, which they claimed as having a 28cwt tenor. This peal of bells was a mixed bag of old bells:

Treble.
32” 
7.1.21
D
1747
Thomas Lester of London

2nd.
32.5”
7.1.12
C#
1747
Thomas Lester of London

3rd.
34”
6.1.27
B
1799
Thomas Mears of London

4th.
36”
7.3.11
A
1663
Samuel Smith of York

5th.
39.75”
10.3.2
G
1861
George Mears of London

6th. 
43.5”
8.2.25
F#
c1400
John Potters successor, probably I.B

7th.
47”
18.3.12
E
1747
Thomas Lester of London

Tenor.
52”
21.0.20
D
c1400
John Potters successor, probably I.B

The bells hung in the 1741/2 frame by James I Harrison, and had been rehung with new fittings, firstly by James III Harrison in 1799, then by Mears in 1861 when the 5th was recast.

In March 1868 the Ringers rang 1868 Bob Trebles (sic) in 1 hour 20 minutes, presumably Plain Bob Triples, which they claimed as the longest peal rung in Beverley. Not satisfied with this they attempted a peal which they lost after over 2000 changes (in 1 hour 33 minutes) at the end of September of that year.

In 1880  the Revd Henry Edward Nolleth was appointed Vicar. He was an enthusiastic supporter of all bell matters.

By 1895 the bells were getting in a poor state again and when inspected by Taylors both the trebles were cracked in the crown and the fine-looking medieval sixth was tonally poor.

This was reported to the Vicar, Revd Nolleth and his committee who decided on action, the two trebles were recast and the 6th replaced. Now it interesting to note exactly when things happened, for clearly the ring was less than satisfactory. First the replacement sixth was cast on 4th December 1895 and its inscription copied the old one with the date of replacement:

ISTA SECVUNDA TONAT VT PLVS BRITHVNVS AMETVR

Upon the waist:
SUBSTITVTA 1895


42.125” dia . 13.2.17

The new treble (31.5” & weighing 7.0.15) followed on 8th January 1896, followed closely by the new second (31.5” & 7.2.24) on the 27th January. These bells went off to Beverley but when fitted into the  ring the sound cannot have been satisfactory. The Thomas Mears third was underweight and probably tonally weak compared with the new trebles, so on 14th May a new bell was cast to replace it (34.5” and 9.0.21 as cast, tuned weight not noted). On arrival it replaced the old bell, but things were still not right. After discussions and deliberations it was decided to replace the treble AGAIN. And so on 2nd December 1896 it was cast yet again (31.125” & 7.1.4).

With this things stopped for the moment, a partially restored ring of eight in the old James Harrison  frame of 1741/2 with 4 new bells. Things could be better.

In due course they were. Nolleth decided that the Minster should have a bigger, better and deeper toned ring of bells than the new Taylor 35cwt peal of 10 in C sharp just installed at St Mary’s. The obvious way would be to add a treble and tenor to give a ring of 10 in the key of C, but this would also require the replacement of two of the new bells, the C# second and the F# sixth as well as providing a new frame. To get a two ton ten into the tower would require a two tier metal frame. After local discussions involving the Minster Organist, Mr Camidge, Nolleth placed the order for the new augmented ring in September 1900, also replacing the Samuel Smith fourth and the Mears 1861 fifth. Taylors set to work, casting the new tenor on March 18th 1901, the replacement sixth on 5th April and the new treble, replacement third, recast fifth and seventh all on the 10th April. The new frame was built and set up in the foundry with the new bells in it. Meanwhile at Beverley the old ring was dismantled and frame removed. All the bells went back to Taylors  who, in due course, wrote to Canon Nolleth to say all the bells (including the old seventh and tenor as the eighth and ninth of the new ring) would be in the frames and ready to be heard by the beginning of May. Nolleth and Camidge arrived at Loughborough and listened. Needless to say the remaining two old bells were not in the same league as the new bells, being substantially lighter than they should be, so Nolleth quickly acted, ordering  two replacement heavier bells for the eighth and ninth. Taylors acknowledged the order on the 8th May and quickly set to work. They discarded the 1896 second and sixth and removed the inscription bands from the fourth and seventh by 10th May. The two new bells were cast on 24th May. All was tested and sent off to Beverley where everything was erected. The dedication took place on Saturday 13th July 1901.

The old tenor was returned to Beverley in January 1902 at the same time as the new Bourdon and was erected in the south-west tower. Like the Bourdon it is hung for swinging, but with its old fittings.

Thus the glorious peal we know and admire came into existence, but only just. The late decision to give the Minster a complete modern ten is totally justified in the bells which we now hear, though some would question whether the weight is appropriate to the tower size.

The existing bells are:

Treble
29.5”
7.0.25
E
1901

2nd
31.125”
7.1.4
D
1896

3rd
33.625”
8.0.24
C
1901

4th
34.875”
8.2.24
B
1896

5th
38.125”
9.2.9
A
1901

6th
42”
14.0.0
G
1901

7th
46.125”
17.3.26
F
1901

8th
49”
21.3.23
E
1901

9th
55”
30.2.16
D
1901

Tenor
61.125”
41.1.20
C
1901

The inscriptions are:

1. CAMPANA SANCTAE HILDAE VOCOR: A.D. MDCCCI

Waist:
Small Taylor medallion

2. *
*    *
SONATE DEVM TOTVS ORBIS

Waist:
Large Taylor medallion




1896

3. BEATVS ALVRDVS  BEVERLACENSIS: A.D: MDCCCCI

Waist:
As 1.

4. [] BEATVS [] WINWALDVS [] ABBAS [] BEVERLACENSIS

Waist:
As 2.

5. VENITE EXVLTEMVS DOMINO : A. D. MDCCCCI

Waist:
Large Taylor medallion

6(i).
DE MISSI COELIS HABEO NOMEN GABRIELIS : A : D MDCCCCI

(ii). [Vine leaf decoration]

Waist:
As 5.

7(i).
[:] ISTA [:] SECVNDA [:] TONAT [:] VT [:] PLVS [:] BRITHVNVS [:] AMETVR [:]

(ii).
[Vine leaf decoration] A[:] D [:] MDCCCCI [Vine leaf decoration]

8. [] ADELSTANI [] REGIS [] CAMPANA [] SUM [] A [] D [] MCMI

Waist:
As 5.

9(i).
+ SOLVE [] IVBENTE [] DEO [] TERRARVM [] PETRE [] CATHENAS

(ii).
[] VT [] TVBA [] PATEANO [] CELESTIA [] REGNA [] BEATIS [] QVI [] FACIS

Waist:
Large Taylor medallion



SVBSTITUTA [] MCMI

10(i).  [Decoration] CAMPANA + SANCTI + IOHANNIS + BEVERLACENSIS [Decoration] A + D + MDCCCCI


(ii).
[Large vine leaf decoration]

Waist:

Large Taylor medallion

The lettering on bells 1, 2, 3, 5 and 6 is in the small Somercotes lettering and on bells 4, 7, 8, 9 and tenor is in the large decorated Somercotes lettering. The cross + is from the same set.
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Footnote.

The 1895 6th bell was not scrapped immediately. It sat around in the Foundry, and in 1906 was tuned (down to 13.0.18) for use as the tenor of a Westminster clock chime supplied to Smiths of Derby, the clockmakers, for use at the Royal Agricultural Show in Derby. On its return it was broken up.
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