The Thirsk Bellfoundry.

The bells in the North Riding of Yorkshire have, in the last 20 years, been systematically inspected by Ranald Clouston for the RCHM. In his inspections he came across a series of bells dated from the 1650’s to c1700 which were obviously related, but none of which bore a founders name. The distribution of the bells suggested Thirsk or Northallerton as the place where the foundry could be located. Intriguingly a piece of decoration the founder used was previously used by John Conyers of New Malton in the 1630’s. Also a badge was used on two of the later bells which had the initials PW upon it. This badge is a reversal of the badge used by the Smith family at York, which suggested some relationship with them. However no trace could be found of a PW in the York Apprentice lists.

A search in the Thirsk Parish Registers revealed no less than six candidates for the initials in the appropriate period. 

Then a chance discovery in the Morris Manuscripts at Leicester County Record Office revealed all. Ernest Morris managed to collect much material associated with bells, particularly before the Second World War. Amongst these, there is a handwritten copy of the Pauli Manuscripts, the original lent to Morris by Pauli’s widow in 1918. Dr Harry Pauli was a Middleham doctor, the son of Vicar of Redmire, born in 1864. He was an enthusiastic ringer (as was his wife), and Churchwarden at Middleham. He was in the process of inspecting all bells in the North Riding when he died in 1917 (see Ringing World 16th November 1917). In the manuscript notes there are transcripts of various Churchwardens Accounts from the area and from two of these we obtain the name of a bell founder - Thomas Wood.

 Searches of the Registers revealed that there were several generations of the family involved in bell founding:
Thomas I Wood.

The first appearance of Thomas I Wood in Thirsk was with his marriage to Mary Plumer on 30 April 1643. Five children were born to them:

Thomas II born 10th  May 1646 (buried 13th)

Michael

Mary

Peter born 11th July 1652. He was a bell founder as well.

Thomas III born 5th August 1660

He probably was involved with bell founding from the beginning but the earliest bells which can be allocated to him are dated 1656. The Masham Churchwardens Accounts for 1656/8 show he carried out work there:

1656

Bestowd on them that tooke the great bell down



                       vjd

To Thomas Plummer with the bellfounder sent from Thirsk with charges        
                  ijs ijd

1657/8

In Charges att Thirsk when the Bell was carried – 2 Churchwardens being theire                xiiijs xd

Pd to Thos Wood the Bellfounder for casting & fynding mettall for greater bell
  
xviij li  js

The Thomas Plummer mentioned is probably the brother of Thomas’ wife, Mary.

Again in 1665 the Bedale Churchwardens Accounts show him at work:

Thomas Wetherill for his charges to Thirske ye first time


5s 8d

Ower charges with Thomas Wood when we agreed for the bell & his earnest
6s

Spent with Thos Wood when we sent for him the last time


1s

The existing fourth bell at Bedale is probably the bell referred to above.

Altogether 26 bells have been identified by Thomas, ranging in date from 1656 to 1665, and it is likely that more were cast but which have not been recorded or survived. Rings were rare and there would appear to have been the 3’s at Askrigg & Manfield. Generally the bells were roughly cast with inscriptions that are poorly formed. Decorations are rare, but do exist.

Thomas died 20th April 1671 and was buried at Thirsk. 

Peter Wood.

He was succeeded by his son, Peter Wood. Peter is clearly the author of the PW badge mentioned above. Of the bells cast in the period of his working life, two, Scawton and Kirklevington have the badge upon them and the others have no decoration. During the course of his working life he improved the quality of the lettering on the bells, the reversed N being discarded (by 1695) and a capital U is introduced (by 1699). However the date matrix used [16] remains consistently the same and thus identifies the group.

Peter had a number of children:

Thomas baptised 17 Dec 1672

His wife Elling was buried 16th April 1676. He remarried as further children were born, though the marriage and the name of his new wife are unknown:

Sarah baptised 15th Dec 1680

Mary  baptised 27th July 1681

George baptised 1st May 1683

Little else is known about him and ascertaining a chronology is difficult as there were also Peter Woods from the same period living at nearby Leake and Maunby.

 So far his death has not been found though a Peter Wood, labourer died in Thirsk in 1739. However it is unlikely that this is our man.

His younger brother, Thomas III, was, according to Thirsk Registers, a ‘joyner’.

The bells of the Wood family.

Thomas I Wood

1656 Kirby Sigston 2 of 2


27”
3.2.18
Masham 4 of 4 (Recast 1766)


Northallerton 3 of 8 (Recast 1898)

Northallerton 4 of 8 (Recast 1871)

Northallerton 5 of 8 (Recast 1898)

Well 1 of 3 (Recast)



7.2.2
Well 2 of 3 



37.5”
9.1.0
Pickhill 4 of 6



31.625”
5.1.27
        1657 
Askrigg 1 of 3 (Recast)

Askrigg 1 of 3 (Recast)

Askrigg 1 of 3 (Recast)

1658       North Ottringham 1 of 2


22.125”
1661 Hauxwell 2 of 3



28.375”
Barton 2 of 4 (Recast 1920)

24.5”
2.1.27

Barton 3 of 4 (Recast 1920)

27”
3.2.9

1662 Cold Kirby 2 of 2



24.375”
Middleton Tyas 1 of 3


21.875”

Middleton Tyas 3 of 3


26.625”

1663 
Danby Wiske 2 of 3 (recast)

28.125”
4.0.8
Gilling East 3 of 3


36”

Bedale 4 of 8



35”
1664 
Manfield 1 of 3 (Recast)


28.5”

Manfield 2 of 3



29.125”
3.2.27
Manfield 3 of 3 (Recast)


34.5”
6.1.17
1665   
Appleton le Street 1 of 2


27.5”
Egglescliffe 1 of 2


30.75” 
4.2.9
Peter Wood


1672
Sowerby by Thirsk 5 of 6


29” 
4.0.23
1676 Scawton 2 of 2 



17.375”
1681 Coniscliffe (Durham) 2 of 3

32.25”

Kirklevington 2 of 3


21”
2.0.14
Kirklington 5 of 6 (Recast)

c35”
Spennithorne 1 of 3


29.875”
1686 Patrick Brompton 2 of 3


27.75”
1689 North Ottringham 2 of 2


22.125”

1695 Thornton le Beans 1


15.25”
0.2.21
Esh 1 of 1



18.69”
South Kilvington 1 of  2


23”

1699 Croft 1 of 3



27.5”
1704
Hauxwell 3 of 3



28.375”
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